PAPERII
SECTION A

CONTINUOUS WRITING
[50 MARKS]

You are required to answer only one question from this scction. Your answer should not be less
than 450 words. All questions carry equal marks. You are advised to spend about 45 minutcs on

this section.

1. You are the chief speaker in a debate on the topic: The Girl Child is more Useful o the
Famitly than the Boy Child. Write your argument for or againsf the motion.

2. Write a story that illustrates the saying: Where there Is a will, there fs a way.

3. You are the chief speaker in a debate on the toplc: The Social Media has done more
Harm than Good to the Academic Performance of Secondary School Students in your
Country. Write your argument for or against the motion.

4, Write a letter to the Minister of Defence of your country drawing his atlention to the
security challenges in the country and suggesting ways of tackling them.
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SECTIONTD
COMPRHEHENEION
(20 MARKS)|
You arc advised to apand about 30 minutes on this secuon
Road the passaga below carefully and answer the questions on it

In Central Africa, there lives a group of people culled the Pygmlea. Thelr avernga halght
is less than five feet. The origln of thelr name, pygmy, which refera 1o the distance between
tho clbow and the knuckles Is in reforence to the helght of the peaple One tribe of tha
Pygmies {3 cnlled the Efo triba. These people are seml-nomuadic. During certain tlnes of
the year, they move around in the forest in search of food. The tribe continuca Lo live in
the jungle like thelr ancestors did, hunting ond gathering, almost totally unafTected by
modermnin.

Scientists find studying the Efe so {mrerasting becausce thesc people reprasont the closast
we can over get to our ancestors. Their way of life remnins so unchanged that lcarning
about thelr lifestyle would opon our cyes to low our ancestors lived ns well.

The Efc ore renowned archers. Their skill as archers scts them apart from olher tribes, who
usc different methods of hunting thelr prey. The Efe usuully hunt in groups for animauls
like antclope, They surround the animal mnd shoot at 7t with arrows from different
directions. Tho nrrows have metal tips which are very tethal., The meat of the animnl is
divided among all the hunters who have particlpated in the hunt The best part of the
animul, like the hind legs, are usually given (o the hunter who mnde the first shot The
huntor who shoots the final arrow that brings down the animual also reccives quite a good
pieceo of the animal. The hunters who do not shoot the animal art all still get an equal share
of whatever meat thal is |efi.

Tho Efe also hunt for monkcys as a source of food. When they go monkey-hunting,
however, they go alons. As only one person, the hunter can mimimise the noise that he
mekes so thal he can successfully sneak up on the monkey. This is certainly not an casy
1ask compared to other animals. Poison arrows arc used in monkey-hunting. The poisdon
attacks the ceniral nervous system of the monkey, but it can take as long as fifieen minutes
to take full effect, long cnough to meke an escape. Shooting a8 monkey does not always
mean bringing one home for a meal.

The Efe have a great weakness for honey, considcred to be a delicacy. Every June, the
trees start 1o flower and bees soon start to build beehives. Come July, the men start [ooking
for honey. In spite of their height, they still manage to reach the hives by climbing up trees.
With a basket of leaves and smouldering coals in one hand to pacify the bees, they reach
into the bechive with the other hand and pull out the honecycomb. Those on the ground arc



F4AE]

alwayn axclied ot the alght, fightlng 1o get the flesd o of tha wondatful substance  Thie
unually {1l themsaelves whh bt untll thelr belllez nee full. Somrtlmen, they et all that e
find. roturning homo 1o th¥ women paylng thit thay had no Juck. Thalr full sizmacha, ¢
coursa, toll 4 difTerent story.

(n) What physlcal quality malces the Pygmles n unique roce? (1 mark)
(b) Why nro the Efc referred to as seml-nomadic peopla? (2 marks)
(0) What do scicatists particularly find Interesting nbout the Efe? (2 marks)

(d) Doscribe In one sentence, the communal lifestyle of the
Efe people. (2 marks)

(c) What makes the hunting of monkeys particularly o difficult task? (2 marks)
) During certain timer of the year ...

(i) What grammatical name is given to the above oxpression? (1 mark-
(i) ~ What is its function? (2 mark-

(g) What two proofs are therc in the passage that honey is a special
dalicacy for tho Efe people? (2 may

(h) Find ono word or phrasc which is near¢sr in meaning to, and can
rcplaco cach of the following words as used in
the passage:

6] modecrnity
()  intcresting
(i) unchanged
(iv)  minimisc

(v) wenkness
(vi)  smouldering

Onc mark for each correct answer i.e.1 x6 =
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NACTION C
MUMMANMY
(30 MARKS]

You aro edvised to spend about 30 minutea on this section.
Read the passage below carelully and nnswer the question on |t.

Back in the days of our fathars, reading was part nnd parcel of the lenrned such that those
who waro not well educated atrove to go to college In order to nequire moro knowledge.
Reading then wus the bedrock of greatneis In every individual, rogardloss of ago and
gender. 1t is nlarming how thls pracilce whioh uned to be widespeead among Nigerian
students, youths nnd avan ndults ia {fost eroding In our soclety at n jot speed.

Reading stlmulntes tmngination, encournges quick learning, curiosity and expands
horizons. It also enhances acquisition of skills for handling complex idcas or issues and it
is the mother of sirnteglo planning. Every piecc of write-up is the manifestation of
oxperienoe garnered by a writer overtime.  As important as education is, it hurts to know
thnt the sharp decline in our rending culture is attributed to n number of factors in the

socioty.

Looking at the present-day soclety, there is no doubt thuat poverty is a great challenge to
the rending culture in Nigerin. In a country where about 70 percant of the populntion lives
with less than one dollar per day, it automatically means that a larger proportion of the
populution cannot afford the basic educational foundation that will enable them read and
write. Such pcople are more interested in what to ent rather thon seceking materizals to read
and get knowledge.

A good learning cnvironment calls for a quiet study centre. Most of our schools are
associated with noisy environments and full of distractions that are hindrances to theo
smooth flow of learning and reading. In thc past, schools/learning centers were built in
isolated places or, bettor still, they were built in the outskirts of the town which were usually
screne. But the reverse is the case today as schools are mostly found in the Central Business
District (CBD) of towns and cities. This is occasioned by the fact that school owners see
the institutions more as business venture. Hence, their location in the CBD where they car
be nccessed oasily.

The poor reading culture can also be attributed to the high level of illiteracy in our socic¢'
which conforms to the recent report by the United Nations Educational Scientific a’
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) that there are 62 million illiterates in our belov
country. This statistics actually underscores the level of illiteracy in the country. It is
gainsaying that the many years of neglect of our educational institutions, especially ar
literacy education, have come to hurt us in the face at a time the world is becoming a gl
village. This is, therefore, a clarion call to the federal and state ministries of



¢ducation to declara a siata of cmierpgency ki the oducntlon scciog. The fighi mizsl N4
[fHigmmcy lu o vory crucisl one becauso of the pfiermalh (A our sotiety, Ulharscy |s worig
than any kind of oll spill. Thuu. all and sundyy sbould rlse to make B & thing of Ow pascin
the shortest posniblo dime.

Onec cannot ovarlook the fact that the purzult of materiallum, frmae and fortne amaong
Nlgorian youths hns contributed to tha drnstio fall in the reading culture, Youtha novr auch
unduo importance to fume and wenlth such that the ploce of rendlng hns been sclegniod
Lostly, paylng Hp survice to educaiion enpecinlly by the governunent and stakeholders in
the oducation saator hes ndvemely affected the randing culture rmong Nigerinn youths.
[n five sontencey, one for enah, staie tha mciore reaponaible for poor reading culture n
Nlgorio

6 marlm for enach carrcel answer l.e. 6 X5 = 30 mparis
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_(a..)__n\eir_s[wzf:_be%}xf_ma.ke_ﬂe.__

ngmies_a._un[%ue_mce.

—,Many__N égerians—m—t’:aowpoor

fo_buyﬁbbaks_jiﬁiffﬁﬁg—”_

(b)
T/leg are called semi-nomadic

survival over r:e,a.ding .

because_a.f_cer:ta.in_fime.s_af

ﬂ-le_yeac,_ﬂteg_mo.ve_acouad_m_

—The—location—of—schools—in—bus U5

the. face_sl':_in__sea.rch_of__faod_
(c)—Scientists_find_them interesting—

nois H*M*maka'flwnihg

difficult, —unlike —in—the past

because_ﬂ'teir_wag_qf_ life_bn s
rema.ined_a.[masl':_uncka.nﬂei,_ so

Lohen _schools were built in

| ancestors_ lived
_.(J)—-Ihz_ffe_shm_ﬂe_ meat _from |
3:aup_ﬁunfs_e%ual4y_ a.monj_a.l[-——ca.use..,_as UNESCO’s  report—of ——
—owficfpanfs1_w5fh_Special-—POI-‘fL'OHS———62—m£ll£on—£llif.‘emfes —shows—the—

———shooi’ers ¥

calm and (solated P[a.ces.

sfudginj_ﬂem_showsﬁhaw._ our

3£ven_fo_ﬂ1e.4firsf._and_fbm/

W L'desprea.d _illiferacy_ﬁ (s__another—

a;@fecl’:*of —neg[eci'ing—educaffon

for —years:

—_(e)—The_task_is_hard due to the
_._—need_for_sile.nce_aml _the_slow-=

Youths’ obsession__with—wealth

J

arf[nj_f:oison__tha.f_a.aows
monkeys_fo_e.sca.,ue.

fame—md—maferial—fhinjs—has—

_(.)C )_a)_Adverbial_Pbm.se_of_fbne

Pushed—madM3“aside—ahd—made_

( ii)_If_modiﬁes the_verb “move”

. i
L‘!': fes.s va‘lu‘e‘a. ¥

__( h )_(i)iivilizaﬁon

(3 )_._Ihe.y_go_ﬁo_jrmf_lmﬂihs_fo_jef_if
Tbe‘y_ﬁybf_ over it.

_T/te%[a.ckﬁ_oﬁserious_commifmamf—

(i) Fa.sqina.ﬁng

to. education. by .ﬂle_.ﬂovernmeni‘—
and_ other stakeholders has_also——

(iii) Unaffected

| (iv) Reduce

,a’amaﬂed*rea:db-g“haj:ifs* among

(v) Fragilii’g

.N{gerian—gau‘ﬁhs :

(vi) Glowing
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* Where there is a will, there is a way

In the small village of Umuoke, there lived a_ boy named Emeka. He was

the first son of a poor widow who_sold_firewood by the roadside in order
to _feed her three children. From his_childhood , Emeka_had only one_big
| dream. He_ wanted_ to _become_an_engineer-_ and_build_bcidgesﬁa.ccossﬁfhe

 rivers__in__his communify ;

__The_Pr_'ob[e.m_was_ﬂ_ta.f_his_mofber_cauld _not_afford the fees for . secondg.;y
_School.._l_q,{fer__PLir_n_a{_ __school, Emeka Si'a.yed at _home for two yga.:s_ujlile his

\mates went on with their education. Fach _mqming__be_w_ould_watch them
’f;a.gs_lly__uifb_bQQISS_in_their_/:Lands,,#and_each_nigﬁf_he_uofuldisjf _under
_ﬂne_dim_lighf_of_ a_ lantern_to_read_the_old_textbooks__he_borrowed_ from
geighbors.
Many_people_in_the_village told him to forget about school. They said,

“ Your moi‘her ha.s no mogey_, WEHIQQf mo_gqu; 3ou ca_nnof 30 tO SChOOL

Without _a_sponsor, you_ canno - _become__an tbir_:,_?. ” But Emeka refused to

|

_3@3_'-179_-_1-’!_55-9*&801:15. ,__he__believed that with determination, a way would
open up for _him.

During_ﬁ_te_cainy_seasog_ ,_he__worked__on fa.r_ms ;Fo_r other P_eoﬂ[e; e

L

_£e.ﬁ:bed water for builders, and he carried 59_0_45 for traders at the market.
| With the [ittle maneg_he__e,arged, he saved (t in an empj‘%milk tin that he

,I(gPL_ uader_his_bed,_/ﬂt_the_same_ﬁme,_he_w_eni‘_to_ﬁbe__comr_nunifg_[ibgg;g
,gvecy_\s_afu;day__t_oﬁcead__a.nd_to__a.s/g_guesﬁor_w _fcom_ihe._-feachers_who_came
| there for aedult classes.

After two_years_of hard work, Emeka_had enough money to pay for
| JSS1 ._He_em:olled_ir_a_ﬂte_wfl[aﬁe_seconda.cy_schoa[_and_.s_ta.r_-f:ed_En the

afternoon class because he still worked in the mornings. Life was not easy.

|He walked for mo::e__tha.r_z_5__kilomefers_fo_scbool_evecy_day.*_Ducing_exami,
 he _studied by the light of a_kerosene |

him. Sometimes he_slept in_class out_of tiredness, but he never missed a_fest.

w/_u'le_moscluifoes_buzzed_a.r;ound

L

His teachers noticed his_ seriousness. One_of them, Mr. Obi, spoke to
the principal on Emeka’s behalf. Because of his good grades and his_behavior,
 the schog[_gg_ve. him a sc/to[arship_ that covered his fees fram JSS2 to SS3.
_@d_sfudenfs_ﬁ'om_fhe._fow_n_a[so_begcu_t_fo_.suppor:f: . him_with _books _and_sandals.
. When the_time_ came _for WAEC, Emeka_worked harder than ever. He
_s_l':_(édied__i{:_gcguﬁs ,_/'Le_P_r_-acﬁcad_Fasf_guesffons ,_and__he Frayed_fg_r_.ifr;engfb.

At the end, he made 7 As and 2 Bs. He was the best student in Science
| in the whole local government.

%day_,_Eme/ca. is_in_his_third year at the University _gfﬂ{gegia,_b[,&uk/ca,
studying (
| comes__ ck_fo_Umuoke__fo_iea.ck_younger_ children _t'r_t_ﬂle_cqmmugijty _libgauy.

l/_'/_her_z_f:eople_aow_ask, him _how he made_it, he _qg[y_‘_smi_[es _:y_-:d_sq.gs,
“Where there is a_will, there_is a way. »

/iés_.sforyt reTnin—ds___everyane_b:_ﬁhe vi{lage_ﬂ_w.t_ﬁole:;fy _ts _a_ challenge,
| but__not _a__prison ._lﬂlilgf_'l-__focui, __l:uif.ft, ﬁhgrd_wor/g ,_and_with ,faiﬁl;bzionesel F,

C_L'vi'l_Eggi_nger;i_ng on__ @_fedega[_s_cbo_[arsﬁp_._D_ung ho(iclay;_ ,__he
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No. 14 Independence Layout,

Enu;,-u . Enu_qu State,

15 July, 2026.

The Honourable Minister,

Federal Mm.u:tr:f of Defence,

Ship House, Abuja.

Dear Horourable Minister,

AN APPEAL CONCERNING THE SECURITY CHALLENGES IN

THE COUNTRY AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ADDRESSING THEM

I write with qrca.':‘: respecl': to draw Your attention %o the L'ncn:a.sinq

secu.niy dmﬂznqes across _ different parts oF our country, and to offer some

B Of owr nn.f{.on

| _suggestions on kow these problems can be tackled for the peace and progress

OVIU' ﬂu’. lasf' fcw I.fECIJ"S 'H:e. Lssue O]E I'J!SGCU‘J'qu ,IG.S beoom: a ma.jor' concern

k‘:"{""ff‘"_‘f]: and atftacks on farming communities have made movement on

___;h;'lﬂxmi to school in some regions, and many youths are being forced to abandon

__Wcmpbyplené_ _If _.skt.ll acquisition centres _and g@a[{ ‘bu.sincss _suﬂcorf _are me:‘{igd

:Fmdw:ﬁvz ventures instead of violence.

to citizens in both wrban and rural areas. In the North East, activities of

u-:Su.rqen.és have continued to a.ffec‘é lives and Pruper'f:es a',esP:.fe ﬁhe eﬁ'orts' of

our gallant soldiers. In the North West and North Central, cases of banditry,

_}_‘Eﬂf‘w“qs and in w:[[age: very da.ngarous. In the South East and South, there

ha.ve been reports of cult clashes, armed robbery, and  destruction of Pubﬁc

faaﬁfr.es These incidents have crea.fcd -fea.r among _ the e people and have also

aﬁccfcd _farming, business, and education in many communities.

O"‘-_‘,’f _the _maJor_ eﬁrecl’;s _af' this situwation (s on the economy. Farmers can

no longer go to their farms without fear of attack, and as a result food _ prices

have gone up in markets across the cou_r;ﬁry_._Invp_céqr_-s__are_ also reluctant to

come infto areas with a history of violence. Pa.rcntsﬁia.gz_a.fcuid _of .SME‘THA#‘”'

their businesses and relocate fo other sfai‘;ﬁ_for_ s_c_:.&'_éy. The morale of our

Vsecun:fy__ Pzr:;ormel r..s also bw:i _fesfed b_t_acg.use_ ﬂ:_eg_ are workin‘i_under very

di]_cficullf condiﬂorxs with lum.‘fecl resowrces.

In light of the problems above, I humbly wish %o suggest a few ways

ﬂwau&vh w’ucfx the st.l’:ua.ﬁon can be n.mproved First, there (s a need for better

egutpmmf a.nd wc[fam )Qf' our secunfy G.SEPI.CLBS S OHI‘.E"S PO[LCEMEI’I a.nd Oi’l&f

;'e;bicli‘:, and protective gear in order to_ 7g:or}fr\grj:f‘ criminals eﬁfecfwely At the

oFera.ff.vcs at ﬂu‘. ﬁ'unf lmes rcigu'e modern weapons , communication Sa.dgeﬁ,

same time, their salaries and allowancgs_shauld be paid promptly in order to

boost 'H:efr morale and commitment *o du_fq.

Second ml‘.el[rgenc: gafhering should be strengthened at the commu.nifg feve[

desznal rulers , w.g:.lauzée groups, a and yom‘.‘h leaders know their areas very well

and can me,de uscfu.[ mfonna.fwn o .sccunl’.y agcna.c.s about .su.spccmus movements.

A good working relationship .bcfwccn. the rm.hfary , the police, and local sérucéw-es

wzﬂ he%o t Frevml':mg a:\'.'l‘.‘a.cks bcfam t‘fxey occeer,

~ Third, the government should invest more in Job creation  and youfh empowerment.

Ma.ny young PcoElc are bcmg recructed into __crime beca.use_ of__ﬁ:vu-fy and

in different parts_of the country, many youths will channel their energy into

Fourth, there should be improved coordination among the various sercuril'.y

agencies. When  the e army, PolkeL;DSS, a.n_J:_l_ civil clcﬁngg _wg[/c_faggt_herﬁwiﬂl_a.

common sfr-a.fegy, operations against criméinals will be more effective and there

will be less duplication of effort.

Honourable Minister, we believe thet with strong leadership, odequate funding,

and _cooperation From citizens, the security cha.llcnge.s fa.cmg our country can be
_overcome. [he N«.ge;r.a_n _people _are resilient, and they are rta.dy to support every
effort aimed at g_t.s_f_a_rmg peace _and order across the nation.

Thank you for your service to our counf.ry_._._r trust  that this letter will

receive your urgent attention, and I look forward to seeing__positive changes in

the _security situation across ,N"Sff““‘ Yours fmﬂtﬁ;ﬂy,




